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Description: 
 
With increasing frequency, critically ill patients are presenting to emergency departments and being 
detained there, in response to overcrowding and other factors, for extended periods of time. Emergency 
Nurses provide nursing care which encompasses different levels of acuity and intensity. However, 
although often initiated in the Emergency Department, critical care is best sustained in designated critical 
care units so to maintain patient health and safety. 
 
NENA Position: 
 
NENA believes that the specialty of emergency nursing encompasses patient care which may require 
critical care interventions. 
 
NENA further believes that appropriate human resources, equipment and organizational support must be 
provided to appropriately care for patients requiring these critical care interventions in an emergency care 
environment. 
 
Issue: 
 
With increasing frequency, critically ill patients are presenting to emergency departments and being 
detained there, in response to overcrowding and other factors, for extended periods of time. Emergency 
Nurses provide nursing care which encompasses different levels of acuity and intensity. However, 
although often initiated in the Emergency Department, critical care is best sustained in designated critical 
care units so to maintain patient health and safety. 
 
NENA POSITION: 
 
NENA believes that the specialty of emergency nursing encompasses patient care which may require 
critical care interventions. 
 
NENA further believes that appropriate human resources, equipment and organizational support must be 
provided to appropriately care for patients requiring these critical care interventions in an emergency care 
environment. 
 

NENA believes agencies must provide policies to ensure the expedient transfer to critical care beds once 
initial stabilization of the patient has been established. 
 
NENA believes that agencies have an obligation to ensure emergency nurses are afforded the opportunity 
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for ongoing education. 
 
RATIONALE: 
 
Emergency nursing includes acute, unplanned situations that may require lifesaving or life supportive 
interventions. Accessibility to this care must be assured to all citizens. Provisions of appropriate human 
resources, equipment and need for immediate and timely ongoing care are perceived as readily available 
by the patients and their family. 
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This position statement, including the information and recommendations, reflects NENA’s current position with 
respect to the subject matter discussed herein, based on current knowledge.  The information is subject to change 
without notice as new information becomes available.    Situational variables may merit alternate approaches not 
referenced within this document. NENA assumes no liability for any injury and/or damage to persons or property 
arising from the use of the information in this position statement.   
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