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ISSUE
Certification is the professional credentialing and formal recognition of individuals based on their fulfillment of
established and standardized criteria, that can be tested and validated.
Specialty certification identifies Registered Nurses who have completed all eligibility criteria, met identified
standards including practical experience, achieved examination success, as well as demonstrated advanced
competency, knowledge and expertise in their nursing specialty.
Certification advances Emergency Nursing and the nursing profession overall by recognizing, valuing and
promoting education and clinical excellence.
The ultimate goal of specialty certification is to improve the quality of care thereby promoting the best possible
patient outcomes.

NENA POSITION
NENA believes that Canada’s Emergency Nurses should obtain certification in their specialty.
NENA believes that certification is the criterion standard of professional nursing practice, demonstrating
excellence in practice, mastery of knowledge, skills, and abilities beyond the scope of professional licensure.
NENA believes that certification validates advanced knowledge in a specialty and promotes ongoing high
achievement through recertification.
NENA believes that certification serves as a strategy to engage Emergency Nurses in lifelong learning and to
maintain competencies within their specialty.
NENA believes that Emergency leaders should seek certified Emergency Nurses for their departments, encourage
initial certification and support recertification in their specialty by their nurses.
RATIONALE
Emergency Nursing is a complex profession, practised within dynamic environments, requiring ongoing education
in skills, knowledge and best practices.
Emergency Nursing competence must evolve in correlation with increasingly complex emergency healthcare
needs, in order to maintain a consistently higher standard of care.
It is imperative that Emergency Nurses are prepared to meet the complex needs of diverse patient populations by
having appropriate continuing education, training, and institutional resources.
The certification process attempts to ensure and demonstrate that Emergency Nurses have exceeded the minimal
standards and exhibit a high level of knowledge and competence.
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Emergency Nurses become certified for various reasons including but not limited to, personal challenge, selfimprovement, advancement of knowledge, expansion of skills and a commitment to lifelong learning and career
growth.
Emergency Nurses value certification as it fosters empowerment, improves confidence in clinical skills, validates
specialized knowledge, and contributes to a sense of professional accomplishment and satisfaction.
Certified Emergency Nurses are recognised as experts in their specialty, demonstrating the standard for quality in
clinical practice.
Certification raises the stature of the nursing profession and all of its unique specialties.
Organizations which support Registered Nurses with Canadian Nurses Association (CNA) certification, demonstrate
recognition and appreciation of specialized nursing knowledge, and a commitment to life-long learning.

REFERENCES
Chappell, K. PhD, RN, FNAP, FAAN et al. The Journal of Nursing Administration (JONA) Conceptualization and
Operationalization of Certification in the US and Canadian Literature, Volume 48, Number 5 pp 238-246, May 2018.
Boyle, D. K., Cramer, E., Potter, C., & Staggs, V. S. (2015). Longitudinal association of registered nurse national
nursing specialty certification and patient falls in acute care hospitals. Nursing Research, 64(4), 291Y299.
doi:10.1097/NNR.0000000000000107
Haskins M, Hnatiuk CN, Yoder LH. Medical-surgical Nurses’ perceived value of certification study. Medsurg Nurs.
2011;20(2):71-77,93.
JONA Volume 47, Number 3, pp 129-130 Copyright B 2017 Wolters Kluwer Health, Inc. All rights reserved. DOI:
10.1097/NNA.0000000000000452 Sharon Vanairsdale, MS, APRN, ACNS-BC, NP-C, CEN
Lindgren, S., Lancaster, RJ. J Contin Educ Nurs. 2016 Feb;47(2):49-51. doi: 10.3928/00220124-20160120-02
Encouraging Specialty Certification: How Multilevel Support Can Help.
Altman, N. AACN Adv Crit Care. 2011 Jan-Mar;22(1):68-75. doi: 10.1097/NCI.0b013e3182057772.
Let's get certified: best practices for nurse leaders to create a culture of certification.
Fleischman, RK., Meyer, L., Watson, C. AACN Adv Crit Care. 2011 Jan-Mar;22(1):33-49. doi:
10.1097/NCI.0b013e3182062c4e. Best practices in creating a culture of certification.
Gurney, D., Baxter, T., Gillespie, G., Patrizzi, K., & Walsh, R. (2014, October) 5 Compelling Reasons to Get (and
Keep) Your Emergency Nursing Specialty Certification - A White Paper for Emergency Nurses, BCEN (Board of
Certification for Emergency Nursing), https://www.bcencertifications.org/Tools-resources/BCEN-Whitepaper.
Trauma Nurs. 2017 Nov/Dec;24(6):342-344. doi: 10.1097/JTN.0000000000000323.
Certification Matters. Elwell S. Nemours/Alfred I duPont Hospital for Children, Wilmington, Delaware.
Oncology Nursing Certification Position Statement, Canadian Association of Nurses in Oncology (CANO / ACIO),
2015. Revised August 2017. Laura Rashleigh, RN, BScN, CON(C), Christine Zywine, RN(EC), BScN, MScN, Shari
Moura, RN, MN, CON(C), CHPCN(C).
Emergency Nurses Association (ENA), Position Statement – Emergency Nursing Certification. Elizabeth Stone, MSN,
RN, CPEN July 2018. https://www.ena.org/practice-resources/resource-library/position-statements

2|Page

